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OSSLT (Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test)
• Administration window: Monday, March 23 – Monday, April 20, 2026
Rational:
The OSSLT is a high-stakes provincial literacy assessment evaluating the students’ literacy -a graduation requirement under the authority of Ontario Ministry of Education. Literacy development is not confined to English departments; it is a whole-school responsibility.
Why?
Systematic literacy instruction will reduce achievement gaps and support equitable outcomes. Literacy skill development across all subject disciplines will ensure educators understand accommodation policies, differentiated instruction, and targeted intervention strategies to support multilingual learners, students with IEPs, and other vulnerable groups. Strong results are essential to both attracting prospective families and retaining current students.
Workshop components:
This workshop be cyclical, data-driven, and embedded in school improvement planning tailored to the unique needs of your staff and students. Possible components for this professional learning could include:
1: Foundations and Context
Objective: Build shared understanding.
Components:
1. Overview of OSSLT structure (online format, two sessions, reading and writing components).
2. Review of assessment strands and competencies:
3. Reading: understanding explicitly stated ideas, making inferences, interpreting graphics.
4. Writing: organization, development, conventions.
5. Clarification of accommodation and special provisions.

Deliverables:
· Department alignment chart connecting curriculum expectations to OSSLT strands
2: Data Analysis and Needs Assessment
Objective: Identify instructional gaps.
Activities:
1. Review EQAO school reports. Where are students underperforming? Are weaknesses skill-based (e.g., inference) or structural (e.g., paragraph organization)?
2. Disaggregate data (IEP, ELL, gender, etc.). Which cohorts require targeted intervention?
Deliverables:
· Literacy Action Plan.
· Identified priority strands.

 3: Instructional Capacity Building
Objective: Strengthen classroom practice.
Focus Areas:
· Explicit instruction in reading strategies (annotation, inferencing, summarization).
· Structured writing frameworks (e.g., paragraph organization, thesis development).
· Use of mentor texts.
· Graphic text interpretation.
· Formative assessment strategies aligned to OSSLT rubrics.

Pedagogical Approaches:
· Co-planning sessions across departments.
· Moderated marking using OSSLT exemplars.
· Lesson study cycles.
· Modelled and shared writing strategies.

4: Targeted Student Intervention
Objective: Support at-risk learners.
Strategies:
· Diagnostic pre-assessment.
· Small-group literacy blocks.
· After-school or lunch literacy clinics.
· Integration of digital practice aligned with OSSLT format.
· Scaffolded writing templates transitioning toward independence.

5: Monitoring and Continuous Improvement
Objective: Sustain impact.
Mechanisms:
· Ongoing formative assessment cycles.
· Progress tracking for identified students.
· Departmental check-ins.
· Reflection using Plan–Do–Study–Act (PDSA) model.

Outcomes from this Professional Development:
Educators will ensure a commitment to equity and prioritize vulnerable learners.  The school wide priority will be cross disciplinary and a shared literacy responsibility for literacy. Data will ground the decisions regarding literacy priorities that will be embedded and ongoing – not a one-off workshop and continue to develop educators’ capacity and expertise. 
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